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Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Jan 13, 2021 
 

Members Present: 
Sandy Doty (‘21), Al Hannum (’21 -Z), Tina Fesenmyer(’23 -Z), Tammy Foeller (’23 -Z), Adora Gallagher (’21 - Z), 
Al Hannum (’21 -Z), Bill Hohman (’22), Travis Polk (’23), Mark Samborsky (’22), Mia Slanoc (’22), Katy Wyatt 
(’23) 
 
 Note:  Meeting was virtual. Everyone is on GoTo Meeting 
 
Pastoral Staff Present: Suanne Gettings, Father Denis Kigozi, Deacon Kevin Murrin 
 
PFC Representative - Guest: Michael Smith 
 
Members Absent:  Christina Hefty (sec.), Matthew Doty (Youth Representative), Tom Bindi (’22), Valerie 
Coolidge (’21)  
 
Pastoral Staff Absent:  None absent 
 
The meeting was a virtual meeting and called to order ~7:01pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening Prayer  
& Intentions  

Tammy gave the opening prayer with intentions. 

Roll Call Tom, Valerie and Christina are absent.  Christina will be taking notes from the 
recording of the meeting. Matthew will be late. 

Minutes from 
Nov. 2020 

Travis approved, Bill second.  All approved, no opposed.  

Reports/Updates  Valerie resigned from PPC effective today. She feels there are too many complications 
and barriers to get things done. Valerie was appointed to this term on the council.  The 
PPC Constitution indicates that in such a situation, where there is no roster of 
nominees to call on, Father appoints the replacement to complete her unexpired 
term. Father is looking at the list of nominees from the past two lotteries to determine 
if any of those persons would like to volunteer to serve on the PPC.  A moment of 
gratitude was given in recognition of all Valerie’s hard work and passion for the church 
and on behalf of the council wherein council person’s also expressed their 
appreciation. 
 
Dyan Trent, the new Communications person working with the church, will be 
attending the February PPC meeting.  She was unable to attend today because the 
logo and website work was not quite ready to be shared with the council.  When she 
meets with us, she will not be looking for input, but sharing.  Travis and Mia were PPC 
representatives to the committee working on the logo. Council members were asked  
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if they had any questions to be given to Dyan before she meets with us, but no one 
had any questions. 
 
There was an outstanding question from the last meeting regarding official census 
numbers.  Since there is an ongoing census, counts are made for every mass, we 
actually have a much clearer picture of mass attendance under COVID than we have 
ever had previously when we only did the once a year “October” count.  In fact, the 
COVID counts suggest that October is a good month to get our “best numbers.”  
 
Mark and Bill were asked to look into means to push the church Wi-Fi to the parking 
lot during One Step Closer but there has not been time, due to the holidays, to work 
on this with the church IT group. 
 
No report from Northland Deanery. 
 
Mia with Youth Ministries report  – Middle School is doing bible studies, reflections, 
and zoom meetings and has a good social media presence.  High school is continuing 
Ignite and Confirmation every other week via zoom.  The Word Bible study, which 
began as a Thursday evening event, is being moved to Saturday morning starting in 
February.  The annual Winter retreat is currently planned to be in person at the end of 
February.  Mia expressed excitement for the possibility but forewarned that De Sales 
was recently cancelled theirs  due to climbing COVID numbers (Dioceses decision). 
 
Suanne with Pastoral Associate Update – 110 people are participating in the Metanoia 
zoom bible studies and encouraged people to get involved.  The entire program will be 
held over zoom.  Suanne submitted a comprehensive report on the Social Justice 
ministries including Young at Heart which she reports is very involved with rosary on 
line and prayer meetings. 
 
Mike Smith with PFC report – PFC has not yet met so Mike has no official report. He 
will provide a half way review after they meet.  His impression is that the church is 
“hanging in there.”  Altogether, the sum of the Christmas mass attendance this year 
equals the attendance of one mass last year.  That has had an impact on our budget 
but we do have reserves.  Finance is looking at adjusting budgets for the year and they 
are working in committees to form ideas for expenses.  Feels like we are doing well 
because of the great work that prior finance committees have done and the blessings 
of the Lord. 

Pastor 
Comments – Fr. 
Denis 

Thank you for keeping the spirit alive in our parish.  Looking into the future.  Hoping 
that with vaccine that things will open up.  Disappointed that more aren’t interested in 
receiving the vaccine.  Looking into vacation bible school in June and hoping to have it 
in person.  Also with religious classes next fall to be in person. 

Immediate attention is on the upcoming Holy Week and Ash Wednesday.  Even though 
it is not a holy day, it is very popular.  Working with the liturgy committee and trying to 
figure out what to do.  Not sure how we are going to handle Easter, and if we are 
going to treat it like our Christmas masses.  
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Questions to Father:  

1) How would you like us as a council to serve the need of the parish through this 
pandemic and through the upcoming holidays?  How can we best be of service 
to you?  PPC encouraged to share ideas with Father and staff.   They will look to 
see if they would work. (A copy of the most recent gathering of ideas was sent 
to Father) 

2) Some of the concerning things, is finding good routes to present PPC ideas and 
to develop them within the boundaries set by the diocese. Do you have any 
insights as to what we can or can’t do from the bishop?  Father can’t tell us 
what to expect from the Bishop, we are waiting on Diocese to decide.  The 
chair is encouraged to present idea to Father and they will see what they can 
do.  He hopes that as cases fall, we will be able to do more.  Encouraged by 
Bishop not to overdo the opening up and follow the CDC or governor’s 
guidelines. 

Overview of PPC 
Role and parish 
mission 

Concerns – How is our community doing from our perspective? 

What do they need? 

How do we help Fr. and the staff provide those needs? 
Old Business PPC Feedback has been requested on a flyer for the coming electronic member 

directory. Parishioners who have given the church permission to email them will 
receive a link to their information for the directory. The parishioner will be able to 
update their information directly.  Once the directory is updated, the plan is to work 
on allowing parishioners to use the directory to pull up parishioner info on-line.  Sue 
said that she thinks the directory will be ready would be ready be April. 

Discussion regarding the release date of the directory:  With Holy Week coming, there 
is doubt that the date will be met.   

Some comments on the flyer: The flyer is not very clear that this is asking for 
information for the parish.  Perhaps the Stay Connected virtually part could be put on 
the backside of the flyer to clarify.  It is not clear why anyone would complete this – 
don’t know why this is being asked.  Why is the Stay Connected information there?     

Agreement that the flyer is confusing / busy and there is not mention of an on-line 
directory, or what the flyer is asking us to do.  No direction and lots of information.  
Concerned others would not take time to read it. 

Sandy asked for additional comments to be shared by Thursday.  They will be 
summarized and forwarded to the office staff.  

The suggestion box included a request for a way to link to mass without signing into 
Facebook. 
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Break out rooms: 
short term, mid-
term, and long 
term. 

Helping NOW group: Matthew, Mark & Bill 

Near Future group: Mia, Katy, Travis & Adora 

PPC Constitution / Organization and Transparency group: Al, Tom 

If PPC member did not select, there is still time to get on a group. 

How to help through Covid Now:  Some suggestions on how to reach out to the parish 
through Facebook Live, surveys, encouraging live faith formation again, offer a second 
on-line mass, continue OSC, basically, find out what the parishioners need from them. 

Bring back a children’s mass include an activity bag for them,  use sign up genius to 
ensure kids could be spread out.  Ask Living Water to do a concert.  Share all of our 
cleaning practices to ensure that we are clean.    

Suanne wants to encourage Fr. to communicate just what is being done to keep things 
safe and clean.  Discussion led to the feeling that some believe that the new routine is 
to not go to church and that it won’t help to say it is clean.  Perhaps we are not 
pushing people enough to return and making it too convenient.  Fr. feels like it will 
help if the Bishop lifts the dispensation.  Some priests feel that live streaming has 
created a monster, trying to meet people where they are. 

Perhaps we need to continue to reach out and evangelize those that we have not seen 
in church. 

Discussion on the psychology behind those that are not attending.  Some feel that we 
should not even be having mass when cases are rising, others questioned if there has 
ever been a case tied to attendance at Resurrection.  Concern for the mental health of 
those that are now in lock down for months and many are depressed.   

While planning, it may be helpful to do an outreach to get others to feel like they are 
doing something and have some sort of control over their lives, for example One Step 
Forward.  Some type of agency to help those spiritually. 

How to help in Future and encourage others to return: Have retreats, outdoor masses, 
stations of the cross, picnic, outdoor mass, year of St. Joseph activities, Sunday 5 PM 
Masses, Easter egg hunt, fire night. 

Reorganization: terms should go to 2 years. A clearer path of what we are supposed to 
do, and how do we implement an idea.  Clearer path so we are not stepping on toes, 
over reaching, and doing our job. 

It may be useful we have a plan for when we do get to reopen fully, for whenever we 
get to execute it.  Steps and activities: party, phased re-opens, etc. 

New  Business If anyone wants to have a vote for the next PPC instead of a lottery, we need to 
address and make an announcement at the next meeting.  Please think about and be 
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prepared to discuss at the next meeting. 

Fr. was asked:  please share what you feel our role is, what are we responsible for and 
why are we useful to have.  Fr. has given great answers, but we would like more 
definition in our role so we don’t overstep but do provide the desired assistance. 

Suggestion Box Please review the suggestion box on your own, and if you feel we need to address as a 
group, please let Sandy or Bill know. 

Closing Prayer Adora 

The meeting adjourned at –~  8:15pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Christina Hefty 

Next meeting: PPC Meeting February 10, 2021 @ 7 pm Location: TBD 
Opening Prayer:  Mark 
Closing Prayer:   Travis 
 
Tabled for future discussion: 

• Parish Picnic & Volunteer Recognition Event 
• Planning for Founders Day parade or Independence Day parade 


